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Critically acclaimed Black writers reveal how books have shaped their personal lives—in often
unexpected ways.
 
In these thirteen strikingly candid interviews, bestselling authors, winners of the Pulitzer Prize, and writers
picked by Oprah’s Book Club discuss how the acts of reading and writing have deeply affected their lives by
expanding the conceptual borders of their communities and broadening their sense of self.

Edwidge Danticat movingly recounts the first time she encountered a Black character in a book and how this
changed her worldview forever; Edward P. Jones speaks openly about being raised by an illiterate mother; J.
California Cooper discusses the spiritual sources of her literary inspiration; Nathan McCall explains how
reading saved his life while in prison; Pearl Cleage muses eloquently about how other people’s stories help
one make one’s own way in the world; and world-renowned historian John Hope Franklin—in one of the last
interviews he gave before his death—touchingly recalls his childhood in the segregated South and how
reading opened his mind to life’s greater possibilities.

The stories that emerge from these in-depth interviews not only provide an important record of the creative
life of leading Black writers but also explore the vast cultural and spiritual benefits of reading and writing,
and they support the growing initiative to encourage people to read as both a passion and a pastime.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Barcomb:

The knowledge that you get from The Word: Black Writers Talk About the Transformative Power of
Reading and Writing may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Word: Black
Writers Talk About the Transformative Power of Reading and Writing giving you joy feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the
idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having that The Word: Black Writers Talk About the
Transformative Power of Reading and Writing instantly.

David Mandujano:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying The Word: Black Writers Talk
About the Transformative Power of Reading and Writing that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you can pick The Word: Black Writers Talk About the Transformative Power
of Reading and Writing become your personal starter.

Robert Clark:

The book untitled The Word: Black Writers Talk About the Transformative Power of Reading and Writing
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is
very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and
order it. Have a nice go through.

Eunice Holt:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Word: Black Writers Talk About the
Transformative Power of Reading and Writing to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current
skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make
you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st



opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the book The Word: Black Writers Talk
About the Transformative Power of Reading and Writing can to be your brand new friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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