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Citizens, political theorists, and politicians alike insist that political or partisan motives get in the way of real
democracy. Real democracy, we are convinced, is embodied by an ability to form collective judgments in the
interest of the whole. The Rhetorical Surface of Democracy: How Deliberative Ideals Undermine
Democratic Politics, by Scott Welsh, argues instead that it is our easy rejection of political motives,
individual interests, and the rhetorical pursuit of power that poses the greatest danger to democracy. Our
rejection of politics understood as a rhetorical contest for power is dangerous because democracy ultimately
rests upon the perceived public legitimacy of public, political challenges to authority and the subsequent
reconstitution of authority amid the impossibility of collective judgment. Hence, rather than searching for
allegedly more authentic democracy, rooted in the pursuit of ever-illusive collective judgments, we must find
ways to come to terms with the persistence of rhetorical, political contests for power as the essence of
democracy itself. Welsh argues that the impossibility of any kind of public judgment is the fact that
democracy must face. Given the impossibility of public judgment, rhetorical competitions for political power
are not merely poor substitutes for an allegedly more authentic democratic practice, but constitute the
essence of democracy itself. The Rhetorical Surface of Democracy is an iconoclastic investigation of the
democratic process and public discourse.
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From reader reviews:

Brad Bennett:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book titled The
Rhetorical Surface of Democracy: How Deliberative Ideals Undermine Democratic Politics? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Walter Godinez:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for people. The book The Rhetorical Surface of Democracy: How Deliberative Ideals
Undermine Democratic Politics has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide The Rhetorical Surface of Democracy: How
Deliberative Ideals Undermine Democratic Politics is not only giving you much more new information but
also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try
to make relationship using the book The Rhetorical Surface of Democracy: How Deliberative Ideals
Undermine Democratic Politics. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Sarah Jackson:

This book untitled The Rhetorical Surface of Democracy: How Deliberative Ideals Undermine Democratic
Politics to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you
can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order
it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your
list.

Heather Vazquez:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Rhetorical
Surface of Democracy: How Deliberative Ideals Undermine Democratic Politics which is keeping the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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