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“It is not only the cause, but our manner of conducting it, that will establish character.”
—John Dickinson, 1773
 
A nation at war and widespread mistrust of the military. A financial crash and an endless economic crisis. A
Congress so divided it barely functioned. Bitter partisan disputes over everything from taxation and the
distribution of wealth to the role of banks and corporations in society. Welcome to the world of the Founding
Fathers.
 
According to most narratives of the American Revolution, the founders were united in their quest for
independence and steadfast in their efforts to create a stable, effective government. But the birth of our
republic was far more complicated than many realize. The Revolution was nearly derailed by extremists who
wanted to do too much, too quickly and who refused to rest until they had remade American society. If not
for a small circle of conservatives who kept radicalism in check and promoted capitalism, a strong military,
and the preservation of tradition, our country would be vastly different today.
 
In the first book to chronicle the critical role these men played in securing our freedom, David Lefer provides
an insightful and gripping account of the birth of modern American conservatism and its impact on the
earliest days of our nation.
 
Among these founding conservatives were men like John Dickinson, who joined George Washington’s
troops in a battle against the British on July 4, 1776, and that same week drafted the Articles of
Confederation; James Wilson, a staunch free-market capitalist who defended his home against a mob of
radicals demanding price controls and in the process averted a bloody American equivalent to Bastille Day;
Silas Deane, who mixed patriotism with profit seeking while petitioning France to aid America; and Robert
Morris, who financed the American Revolution and founded the first bank and the first modern multinational
corporation in the United States.
 
Drawing on years of archival research, Lefer shows how these and other determined founders championed
American freedom while staying faithful to their ideals. In the process, they not only helped defeat the
British but also laid the groundwork for American capitalism to thrive.
 
The Founding Conservatives is an intellectual adventure story, full of gunfights and big ideas. It is also an
extraordinary reminder of the punishing battles our predecessors fought to create and maintain the free and
prosperous nation we know today.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hodges:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The Founding Conservatives: How a Group of
Unsung Heroes Saved the American Revolution book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Jeffrey Stampley:

The reason? Because this The Founding Conservatives: How a Group of Unsung Heroes Saved the American
Revolution is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it
will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Kenneth Roland:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
The Founding Conservatives: How a Group of Unsung Heroes Saved the American Revolution your head
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one web form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The The Founding Conservatives: How a
Group of Unsung Heroes Saved the American Revolution giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

April Hall:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
you is The Founding Conservatives: How a Group of Unsung Heroes Saved the American Revolution this e-



book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
acceptable all of you.
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