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From the outset of Napoleon’s career, the charismatic Corsican was compared to mythic heroes of antiquity
like Achilles, and even today he remains the apotheosis of French glory, a value deeply embedded in the
country’s history. From this angle, the Napoleonic era can be viewed as the final chapter in the battle of the
Ancients and Moderns. In this book, Robert Morrissey presents a literary and cultural history of glory and its
development in France and explores the “economy of glory” Napoleon sought to implement in an attempt to
heal the divide between the Old Regime and the Revolution.
 

Examining how Napoleon saw glory as a means of escaping the impasse of Revolutionary ideas of radical
egalitarianism, Morrissey illustrates the challenge the leader faced in reconciling the antagonistic values of
virtue and self-interest, heroism and equality. He reveals that the economy of glory was both egalitarian,
creating the possibility of an aristocracy based on merit rather than wealth, and traditional, being deeply
embedded in the history of aristocratic chivalry and the monarchy—making it the heart of Napoleon’s
politics of fusion. Going beyond Napoleon, Morrissey considers how figures of French romanticism such as
Chateaubriand, Balzac, and Hugo constantly reevaluated this legacy of glory and its consequences for
modernity. Available for the first time in English, The Economy of Glory is a sophisticated and beautifully
written addition to French history.
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From reader reviews:

Janie Ross:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day
to reading a guide. The book The Economy of Glory: From Ancien Régime France to the Fall of Napoleon it
is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book offers high quality.

Samuel Ware:

This The Economy of Glory: From Ancien Régime France to the Fall of Napoleon is great reserve for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have
to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can
point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information
in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having The Economy of Glory: From Ancien Régime France to the Fall of Napoleon
in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book
that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Virginia Hause:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is The Economy of Glory: From Ancien Régime France to the Fall of
Napoleon this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book suitable all of you.

Sue Joseph:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. On this



modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the The Economy of Glory: From Ancien Régime France to the Fall of Napoleon when you necessary
it?
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