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"In any exhibition of amateur work . . . it is not at all unusual to find many charming water-colour drawings,
but . . . it is very rarely that the work in the oil medium is anything but dull, dead, and lacking in all vitality
and charm." — Harold Speed
Such provocative assertions are characteristic of this stimulating and informative guide, written in a highly
personal and unique style by a noted painter and teacher. Brimming with pertinent insights into the technical
aspects and painting in oils, it is also designed to help students perfect powers of observation and expression.
Harold Speed has distilled years of painting and pedagogical experience into an expert instructional program
covering painting technique, painting from life, materials (paints, varnishes, oils and mediums, grounds,
etc.), a painter's training, and more. Especially instructive is his extensive and perceptive discussion of form,
tone, and color, and a fascinating series of detailed "Notes" analyzing the painting styles of Velasquez,
Reynolds, Gainsborough, Franz Hals, and Rembrandt.
Nearly 70 photographs and drawings illustrate the text, among them prehistoric cave paintings, diagrams of
tonal values, stages of portrait painting, and reproductions of masterpieces by Giotto, Vermeer, Ingres,
Rembrandt, Titian, Reynolds, Gainsborough, Hals, Giorgione, Poussin, Corot, Veronese, and other
luminaries. In addition to these pictorial pleasures, the author further leavens the lessons with thought-
provoking opinion.
Clear, cogent, and down-to-earth, this time-honored handbook will especially interest serious amateurs
studying the technical aspects of oil painting, but its rich insight into the mind and methods of the artist will
enlighten and intrigue any art lover.
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From reader reviews:

David Long:

Within other case, little people like to read book Oil Painting Techniques and Materials (Dover Art
Instruction). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how
is important a book Oil Painting Techniques and Materials (Dover Art Instruction). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Ruby Chartrand:

The book Oil Painting Techniques and Materials (Dover Art Instruction) make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Oil Painting
Techniques and Materials (Dover Art Instruction) to become your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Oil Painting Techniques and Materials (Dover Art
Instruction). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals.
So , how do you think about this publication?

Joseph Davis:

The book Oil Painting Techniques and Materials (Dover Art Instruction) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Oil Painting
Techniques and Materials (Dover Art Instruction)? A number of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share
all of these. Book Oil Painting Techniques and Materials (Dover Art Instruction) has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and
read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Victor McDowell:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top listing
in your reading list will be Oil Painting Techniques and Materials (Dover Art Instruction). This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking



up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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