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The "evil" Arab has become a stock character in American popular films, playing the villain opposite
American "good guys" who fight for "the American way." It's not surprising that this stereotype has entered
American popular culture, given the real-world conflicts between the United States and Middle Eastern
countries, particularly since the oil embargo of the 1970s and continuing through the Iranian hostage crisis,
the first and second Gulf Wars, and the ongoing struggle against al-Qaeda. But when one compares the "evil"
Arab of popular culture to real Arab people, the stereotype falls apart. In this thought-provoking book, Tim
Jon Semmerling further dismantles the "evil" Arab stereotype by showing how American cultural fears,
which stem from challenges to our national ideologies and myths, have driven us to create the "evil" Arab
Other.

Semmerling bases his argument on close readings of six films (The Exorcist, Rollover, Black Sunday, Three
Kings, Rules of Engagement, and South Park: Bigger, Longer & Uncut), as well as CNN's 9/11 documentary
America Remembers. Looking at their narrative structures and visual tropes, he analyzes how the films
portray Arabs as threatening to subvert American "truths" and mythic tales—and how the insecurity this
engenders causes Americans to project evil character and intentions on Arab peoples, landscapes, and
cultures. Semmerling also demonstrates how the "evil" Arab narrative has even crept into the documentary
coverage of 9/11. Overall, Semmerling's probing analysis of America's Orientalist fears exposes how the
"evil" Arab of American popular film is actually an illusion that reveals more about Americans than Arabs.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Youngblood:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Evil Arabs in American Popular Film:
Orientalist Fear book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Leon Moses:

This Evil Arabs in American Popular Film: Orientalist Fear is great e-book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Evil Arabs in American Popular Film: Orientalist Fear in your hand like having the world
in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or
fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active
do you still doubt in which?

Mary Molinari:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Evil Arabs in American Popular Film: Orientalist Fear will give you new experience in reading through a
book.

Betty Johnston:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book Evil Arabs in American Popular Film: Orientalist Fear we can have more advantage. Don't someone to
be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Evil Arabs in American Popular
Film: Orientalist Fear. You can more inviting than now.
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