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In Women's Work, Men's Work, Betty Wood examines the struggle of bondpeople to secure and retain for
themselves recognized rights as producers and consumers in the context of the brutal, formal slave economy
sanctified by law. Wood examines this struggle in the Georgia lowcountry over a period of eighty years,
from the 1750s to the 1830s, when, she argues, the evolution of the system of informal slave economies had
reached the point that it would henceforth dominate Savannah's political agenda until the Civil War and
emancipation.

The daily battles of bondpeople to secure rights as producers and consumers reflected and reinforced the
integrity of the private lives they were determined to fashion for themselves, Wood posits. Their families
formed the essential base upon which, and for which, they organized their informal economies. An
expanding market in Savannah provided opportunities for them to negotiate terms for the sale of their labor
and produce, and for them to purchase the goods and services they sought.

In considering the quasi-autonomous economic activities of bondpeople, Wood outlines the equally
significant, but quite different, roles of bondwomen and bondmen in organizing these economies. She also
analyzes the influence of evangelical Protestant Christianity on bondpeople, and the effects of the fusion of
religious and economic morality on their circumstances.

For a combination of practical and religious reasons, Wood finds, informal slave economies, with their
impact on whites, became the single most important issue in Savannah politics. She contends that, by the
1820s, bondpeople were instrumental in defining the political agenda of adivided city--a significant, if
unintentional, achievement.
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From reader reviews:
Karen Johnson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actua crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for awhileis
reading. Y es, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you that Women's Work, Men's Work: The
Informal Slave Economies of Lowcountry Georgia book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

L owell Oliver:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsis thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been ride
on and with addition of information. Even you love Women's Work, Men's Work: The Informal Slave
Economies of Lowcountry Georgia, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
would like to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Richard Hund:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Women's Work, Men's Work: The Informal Slave
Economies of Lowcountry Georgiawhy because the great cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Y our reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Donnie M atthews:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get alot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Women's Work, Men's Work: The Informal Slave Economies of Lowcountry Georgia offer you a new
experience in examining a book.
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