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When the 1st Marine Division began its invasion of Peleliu in September 1944, the operation in the South
Pacific was to take but four days. In fact, capturing this small coral island in the Palaus with its strategic
airstrip took two months and involved some of the bloodiest fighting of the Second World War in the Pacific.
Rather than the easy conquest they were led to expect, the Marines who landed on Peleliu faced a war of
attrition from the island's Japanese defenders, who had dug tunnels and fortified the island's rugged terrain.
When the Marines' advance stalled after a week of heavy casualties, the "Wildcats" of the 81st Infantry
Division were called in, at first as support. Eventually, the 1st Marines Division was evacuated and the 81st
Infantry secured the island.

Now Bobby C. Blair and John Peter DeCioccio tell the story of this campaign through the eyes of the 81st
Infantry to offer a revised assessment. Previous accounts of the battle have focused on the 1st Marines, all
but ignoring the 81st Infantry Division's contributions. Victory at Peleliu demonstrates that without the
army's help the marines could not have succeeded on Peleliu.

Blair and DeCioccio have mined the 81st Division's unit records and interviewed scores of veteran
participants. The new data they offer challenge the orthodox view that the 81st Infantry merely mopped up
an already broken enemy. Allowing their interviewees to tell much of the story, the authors also give a
human face to a brutal battle.

Although American efforts in the Palau Islands proved largely unnecessary to ultimately defeating the
Japanese, the lessons learned on Peleliu were crucial in subsequent fighting on Iwo Jima and Okinawa. The
81st Infantry's contributions are now part of that larger story.
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From reader reviews:

Nichelle Shive:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Victory at Peleliu: The 81st Infantry Division's Pacific
Campaign (Campaigns and Commanders Series). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
So long as we know about how is important the book Victory at Peleliu: The 81st Infantry Division's Pacific
Campaign (Campaigns and Commanders Series). You can add understanding and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Sally McGarvey:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Victory at Peleliu: The 81st
Infantry Division's Pacific Campaign (Campaigns and Commanders Series) book because book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it you probably know this.

James Johnson:

The particular book Victory at Peleliu: The 81st Infantry Division's Pacific Campaign (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this
article book.

Amy Terrell:

Precisely why? Because this Victory at Peleliu: The 81st Infantry Division's Pacific Campaign (Campaigns
and Commanders Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but
latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but
still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will
go to the publication store hurriedly.
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