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In a 1907 lecture to Harvard undergraduates, Theodore Roosevelt warned against becoming "too fastidious,
too sensitive to take part in the rough hurly-burly of the actual work of the world." Roosevelt asserted that
colleges should never "turn out mollycoddles instead of vigorous men," and cautioned that "the weakling and
the coward are out of place in a strong and free community."

A paradigm of ineffectuality and weakness, the mollycoddle was "all inner life," whereas his opposite, the
"red blood," was a man of action. Kevin P. Murphy reveals how the popular ideals of American masculinity
coalesced around these two distinct categories. Because of its similarity to the emergent "homosexual" type,
the mollycoddle became a powerful rhetorical figure, often used to marginalize and stigmatize certain
political actors. Issues of masculinity not only penetrated the realm of the elite, however. Murphy's history
follows the redefinition of manhood across a variety of classes, especially in the work of late nineteenth-
century reformers, who trumpeted the virility of the laboring classes.

By highlighting this cross-class appropriation, Murphy challenges the oppositional model commonly used to
characterize the relationship between political "machines" and social and municipal reformers at the turn of
the twentieth century. He also revolutionizes our understanding of the gendered and sexual meanings
attached to political and ideological positions of the Progressive Era.
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From reader reviews:

Cesar Smith:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book
eligible Political Manhood: Red Bloods, Mollycoddles, and the Politics of Progressive Era Reform? Maybe it
is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Floyd Lipp:

The book Political Manhood: Red Bloods, Mollycoddles, and the Politics of Progressive Era Reform can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a
book Political Manhood: Red Bloods, Mollycoddles, and the Politics of Progressive Era Reform? A few of
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give
for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Political Manhood: Red Bloods, Mollycoddles, and
the Politics of Progressive Era Reform has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Francis Pilkington:

Exactly why? Because this Political Manhood: Red Bloods, Mollycoddles, and the Politics of Progressive
Era Reform is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it
will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Ronald Smith:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Political Manhood: Red Bloods,
Mollycoddles, and the Politics of Progressive Era Reform publication written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger
then you still skepticism Political Manhood: Red Bloods, Mollycoddles, and the Politics of Progressive Era
Reform as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break
don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your



looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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