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Mountains have long inspired the wit and daring of the world's most fascinating explorers. In this definitive
collection of mountain lore, Alan Weber exhibits forty-three essays by artists and adventurers to whom
climbing was more a mission than a sport. Beginning with the fabled tale of Hannibal's Roman invasion-
men, horses, and elephants in tow-through the hitherto impassable Alps, the accounts progress to recent
descriptions of high-peaks mountain climbing in Mount Everest and the formidable K-2. Included among the
earlier pieces are Petrarcha's introspective journey to the Windy Mount; William Windham's exploration of
Montenvers and the "Sea of Ice" in 1741; and English artist-critic John Ruskin's essay on mountain climate
and culture. Literary masters portray the idyllic and imperfect aspects of mountain life: the restoration poet
Andrew Marvell offers a hymn to the Barrow hills, while poems from Shelley, Lord Byron, and Matthew
Arnold praise the natural beauty and fresh air of the mountain crags. Because It's There pays homage to the
spiritual introspection and respect for nature engendered by the looming mountain ranges that have
demarcated territories, protecting villages and cities from invasion. The explorations these mountains have
inspired have tested human endurance and mental strength.
Alan Weber is a research fellow of the Institute for European Studies at Cornell University and a CEMERS
Associate Fellow at the State University of New York at Binghamton. He is the editor and author of
Nineteenth Century Science: A Selection of Original Texts, and Women Almanac Writers (Forthcoming). A
long-time member of the Penn State Outing and Cornell Outing Clubs, he has rock and ice-climbed in the
Adirondacks, Green and Shawangunk Mountains, and Mount Rainier.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Christensen:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Because It's There: A Celebration of Mountaineering from 200
B.C. to Today. Try to stumble through book Because It's There: A Celebration of Mountaineering from 200
B.C. to Today as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Ruth Ford:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Because It's There: A
Celebration of Mountaineering from 200 B.C. to Today, you are able to tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Susan Albro:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Because It's There: A Celebration of Mountaineering
from 200 B.C. to Today as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Because It's There: A Celebration of Mountaineering from 200
B.C. to Today to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

David Hosford:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Because It's There: A Celebration of
Mountaineering from 200 B.C. to Today to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to



like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Because It's There: A Celebration of
Mountaineering from 200 B.C. to Today can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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