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Benjamin A. Valentino finds that ethnic hatreds or discrimination, undemocratic systems of government, and
dysfunctions in society play a much smaller role in mass killing and genocide than is commonly assumed.
He shows that the impetus for mass killing usually originates from a relatively small group of powerful
leaders and is often carried out without the active support of broader society. Mass killing, in his view, is a
brutal political or military strategy designed to accomplish leaders' most important objectives, counter threats
to their power, and solve their most difficult problems.

In order to capture the full scope of mass killing during the twentieth century, Valentino does not limit his
analysis to violence directed against ethnic groups, or to the attempt to destroy victim groups as such, as do
most previous studies of genocide. Rather, he defines mass killing broadly as the intentional killing of a
massive number of noncombatants, using the criteria of 50,000 or more deaths within five years as a
quantitative standard. Final Solutions focuses on three types of mass killing: communist mass killings like
the ones carried out in the Soviet Union, China, and Cambodia; ethnic genocides as in Armenia, Nazi
Germany, and Rwanda; and "counter-guerrilla" campaigns including the brutal civil war in Guatemala and
the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan.

Valentino closes the book by arguing that attempts to prevent mass killing should focus on disarming and
removing from power the leaders and small groups responsible for instigating and organizing the killing.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Williams:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Final Solutions: Mass Killing and Genocide in the
20th Century, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Gloria Duncan:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Final Solutions: Mass Killing and Genocide in the 20th
Century why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Raymond Blalock:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Final Solutions: Mass Killing
and Genocide in the 20th Century can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

James Hudson:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Final Solutions: Mass Killing and Genocide in the 20th Century can make you sense more
interested to read.
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