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The Duke of Wellington described the Battle of Waterloo as “the most desperate business I ever was in . . . I
was never so near being beat.” The courage of British troops that day has been rightly praised ever since, but
the fact that one-third of the forces which gave him his narrow victory were subjects, not of George III but of
the King of the Netherlands has been almost completely ignored. This book seeks to correct a grave injustice
through the study of Dutch sources, the majority of which have never been used by English-speaking
historians.

The Dutch-Belgians have been variously described as inexperienced, incompetent and cowardly, a rogue
element in the otherwise disciplined Allied Army. It is only now being tentatively acknowledged that they
alone saved Wellington from disaster at Quatre Bras. He had committed a strategic error in that, as Napoleon
advanced, his own troops were scattered over a hundred kilometers of southern Belgium. Outnumbered three
to one, the Netherlanders gave him time to concentrate his forces and save Brussels from French occupation.
At Waterloo itself, on at least three occasions when the fate of the battle “hung upon the cusp,” their
engagement with the enemy aided British recovery. Their commander—the Prince of Orange—has been
viciously described as an arrogant fool, “a disaster waiting to happen” and even a dangerous lunatic.
According to the assessment of Wellington himself, he was a reliable and courageous subordinate.

This book reveals a new dimension of the famous campaign, and includes many unseen illustrations. For the
first time, a full assessment is made of the challenge which Willem I faced as king of a country hastily
cobbled together by the Congress of Vienna, and of his achievement in assembling, equipping and training
30,000 men from scratch in 18 months. During this 200th anniversary year of the Battle of Waterloo, the
veneration which the Duke of Wellington justifiably enjoyed after the campaign should not be allowed to
overshadow his lifelong lack of recognition of the debt he owed the Netherlanders. As he once said himself,
“there should be glory enough for all,” and in these pages some of his most vital allies are finally allowed to
claim their share.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Paolucci:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great deal
of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time,
the particular book you have read will be Wellington's Hidden Heroes: The Dutch and the Belgians at
Waterloo.

Mamie Esters:

Wellington's Hidden Heroes: The Dutch and the Belgians at Waterloo can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Wellington's Hidden Heroes: The Dutch and the Belgians at Waterloo yet doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This
great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Loretta Manson:

This Wellington's Hidden Heroes: The Dutch and the Belgians at Waterloo is great guide for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Wellington's Hidden Heroes: The Dutch and the Belgians at Waterloo in your hand like having the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world
in ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr.
and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Gene Taylor:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Wellington's Hidden Heroes: The
Dutch and the Belgians at Waterloo to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to
like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Wellington's Hidden Heroes: The Dutch and the



Belgians at Waterloo can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of their time.
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