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From one of the world?s foremost scholars on Hinduism, a vivid reinterpretation of its history

An engrossing and definitive narrative account of history and myth that offers a new way of understanding
one of the world?s oldest major religions, The Hindus elucidates the relationship between recorded history
and imaginary worlds.

Hinduism does not lend itself easily to a strictly chronological account: many of its central texts cannot be
reliably dated even within a century; its central tenets?karma, dharma, to name just two?arise at particular
moments in Indian history and differ in each era, between genders, and caste to caste; and what is shared
among Hindus is overwhelmingly outnumbered by the things that are unique to one group or another. Yet the
greatness of Hinduism?its vitality, its earthiness, its vividness?lies precisely in many of those idiosyncratic
qualities that continue to inspire debate today.

Wendy Doniger is one of the foremost scholars of Hinduism in the world. With her inimitable insight and
expertise Doniger illuminates those moments within the tradition that resist forces that would standardize or
establish a canon. Without reversing or misrepresenting the historical hierarchies, she reveals how Sanskrit
and vernacular sources are rich in knowledge of and compassion toward women and lower castes; how they
debate tensions surrounding religion, violence, and tolerance; and how animals are the key to important
shifts in attitudes toward different social classes.

The Hindus brings a fascinating multiplicity of actors and stories to the stage to show how brilliant and
creative thinkers?many of them far removed from Brahmin authors of Sanskrit texts?have kept Hinduism
alive in ways that other scholars have not fully explored. In this unique and authoritative account, debates
about Hindu traditions become platforms from which to consider the ironies, and overlooked epiphanies, of
history.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Jarrard:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Hindus: An Alternative History, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Jacqueline Ramos:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be The Hindus: An Alternative History why because the amazing
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this
book.

Michael Hale:

Beside this specific The Hindus: An Alternative History in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer
to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven
so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The
Hindus: An Alternative History because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have
book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from now!

Elizabeth Brown:

You can obtain this The Hindus: An Alternative History by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.
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