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We take for granted today that the assessments, measurements, and forecasts of economists are crucial to the
decision-making of governments and businesses alike. But less than a century ago that wasn’t the
case—economists simply didn’t have the necessary information or statistical tools to understand the ever
more complicated modern economy.

With Political Arithmetic, Nobel Prize–winning economist Robert Fogel and his collaborators tell the story
of economist Simon Kuznets, the founding of the National Bureau of Economic Research, and the creation
of the concept of GNP, which for the first time enabled us to measure the performance of entire economies.
The book weaves together the many strands of political and economic thought and historical pressures that
together created the demand for more detailed economic thinking—Progressive-era hopes for activist
government, the production demands of World War I, Herbert Hoover’s interest in business cycles as
President Harding’s commerce secretary, and the catastrophic economic failures of the Great
Depression—and shows how, through trial and error, measurement and analysis, economists such as Kuznets
rose to the occasion and in the process built a discipline whose knowledge could be put to practical use in
everyday decision-making.

The product of a lifetime of studying the workings of economies and skillfully employing the tools of
economics, Political Arithmetic is simultaneously a history of a key period of economic thought and a
testament to the power of applied ideas.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Davis:

The book Political Arithmetic: Simon Kuznets and the Empirical Tradition in Economics (National Bureau
of Economic Research Series on Long-Term Factors in Economic Development) can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best
thing like a book Political Arithmetic: Simon Kuznets and the Empirical Tradition in Economics (National
Bureau of Economic Research Series on Long-Term Factors in Economic Development)? A number of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Political Arithmetic: Simon Kuznets and
the Empirical Tradition in Economics (National Bureau of Economic Research Series on Long-Term Factors
in Economic Development) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Andrew Comer:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone
is you don't know which you should start with. This Political Arithmetic: Simon Kuznets and the Empirical
Tradition in Economics (National Bureau of Economic Research Series on Long-Term Factors in Economic
Development) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Scott Smith:

This Political Arithmetic: Simon Kuznets and the Empirical Tradition in Economics (National Bureau of
Economic Research Series on Long-Term Factors in Economic Development) usually are reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Political Arithmetic: Simon Kuznets and
the Empirical Tradition in Economics (National Bureau of Economic Research Series on Long-Term Factors
in Economic Development) can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Political Arithmetic: Simon Kuznets and the Empirical Tradition
in Economics (National Bureau of Economic Research Series on Long-Term Factors in Economic
Development) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.



Belinda Bridges:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
long to reading a e-book. The book Political Arithmetic: Simon Kuznets and the Empirical Tradition in
Economics (National Bureau of Economic Research Series on Long-Term Factors in Economic
Development) it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book features high quality.
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