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In Images of Savages, the distinguished psychologist Gustav Jahoda advances the provocative thesis that
racism and the perpetual alienation of a racialized 'other' are a central leagacy of the Western tradition.
Finding the roots of these demonizations deep in the myth and traditions of classical antiquity, he examines
how the monstrous humanoid creatures of ancient myth and the fabulous "wild men" of the medieval
European woods shaped early modern explorers' interpretations of the New World they encountered.
Drawing on a global scale the schematic of the Western imagination of its "others," Jahoda locates the
persistent identification of the racialized other with cannibalism, sexual abandon and animal drives. Turning
to Europe's scientific tradition, Jahoda traces this imagery through the work of 18th century scientists on the
relationship between humans and apes, the new racist biology of the 19th century studies of "savagery" as an
arrested evolutionary state, and the assignment, especially of blacks, to a status intermediate between humans
and animals, or that of children in need of paternal protection from Western masters. Finding in these
traditional tropes a central influence upon the most current psychological theory, Jahoda presents a startling
historical continuity of racial figuration that persists right up to the present day. Far from suggesting a
program for the eradication of racial stereotypes, this remarkable effort nevertheless isolates the most
significant barriers to equality buried deep within the Western tradition, and proposes a potentially
redemptive self-awareness that will contribute to the gradual dismantling of racial injustice and alienation.
Gustav Jahoda demonstrates how deeply rooted Western perceptions going back more than a thousand years
are still feeding racial prejudice today.
This highly original socio-historical contextualisation will be invaluable to scholars of psychology, sociology
and anthropology, and to all those interested in the sources of racial prejudice.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Wright:

Here thing why that Images of Savages: Ancient Roots of Modern Prejudice in Western Culture are different
and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Images of Savages: Ancient Roots of Modern Prejudice in
Western Culture giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no publication that similar with Images of Savages: Ancient Roots of Modern Prejudice in Western
Culture. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in
the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation
area, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed
book maybe the form of Images of Savages: Ancient Roots of Modern Prejudice in Western Culture in e-
book can be your choice.

Walter Harman:

The experience that you get from Images of Savages: Ancient Roots of Modern Prejudice in Western Culture
may be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Images of Savages: Ancient Roots of
Modern Prejudice in Western Culture giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this specific Images of Savages: Ancient Roots of Modern Prejudice in Western
Culture instantly.

Ross Turner:

The particular book Images of Savages: Ancient Roots of Modern Prejudice in Western Culture has a lot
associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book.
This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Linda Meier:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Images of Savages: Ancient Roots of Modern Prejudice in Western Culture we can
consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change



your life with that book Images of Savages: Ancient Roots of Modern Prejudice in Western Culture. You can
more pleasing than now.
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