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Over more than a quarter of a century, John Paul II has firmly set his stamp on the billion-member strong
Catholic Church for future generations and he has become one of the most influential political figures in the
world. His key role in the downfall of communism in Europe, as well as his apologies for the Catholic
Church’s treatment of Jews and to victims of the Inquisition, racism, and religious wars, won him worldwide
admiration. Yet his papacy has also been marked by what many perceive as misogyny, homophobia, and
ecclesiastical tyranny. Some critics suggest that his perpetuation of the Church’s traditional hierarchical
paternalism contributed to pedophiliac behavior in the priesthood and encouraged superiors to sweep the
crimes under the carpet. The Pontiff in Winter brings John Paul’s complex, contradictory character into sharp
focus. In a bold, highly original work, John Cornwell argues that John Paul’s mystical view of history and
conviction that his mission has been divinely established are central to understanding his pontificate.
Focusing on the period from the eve of the millennium to the present, Cornwell shows how John Paul’s
increasing sense of providential rightness profoundly influenced his reactions to turbulence in the secular
world and within the Church, including the 9/11 attacks, the pedophilia scandals in the United States, the
clash between Islam and Christianity, the ongoing debates over the Church’s policies regarding women,
homosexuals, abortion, AIDS, and other social issues, and much more. A close, trusted observer of the
Vatican, Cornwell combines eyewitness reporting with information from the best sources in and outside the
pope’s inner circle. Always respectful of John Paul’s prodigious spirit and unrelenting battles for human
rights and religious freedom, Cornwell raises serious questions about a system that grants lifetime power to
an individual vulnerable to the vicissitudes of aging and illness. The result is a moving, elegiac portrait of
John Paul in the winter of his life and a thoughtful, incisive assessment of his legacy to the Church.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Santiago:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Pontiff in
Winter: Triumph and Conflict in the Reign of John Paul II? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Pamela Edmonds:

This The Pontiff in Winter: Triumph and Conflict in the Reign of John Paul II book is just not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot
of information you will get. This kind of The Pontiff in Winter: Triumph and Conflict in the Reign of John
Paul II without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
always be worry The Pontiff in Winter: Triumph and Conflict in the Reign of John Paul II can bring if you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even telephone. This The Pontiff in Winter: Triumph and Conflict in the Reign of John Paul II having
excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

James Vera:

The experience that you get from The Pontiff in Winter: Triumph and Conflict in the Reign of John Paul II
could be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Pontiff in Winter: Triumph and
Conflict in the Reign of John Paul II giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
kind of The Pontiff in Winter: Triumph and Conflict in the Reign of John Paul II instantly.

Eric Saunders:

This book untitled The Pontiff in Winter: Triumph and Conflict in the Reign of John Paul II to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get
a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it through
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.
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