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Between 1939 and 1946 BOAC (the British Overseas Airways Corporation) was the nationalised airline of
Great Britain – and between 1946 and 1974 as such it exclusively operated all long-haul British flights.

With its iconic ‘Speedbird’ logo and its central role in the glamorous ‘jet age’ of the 1950s and 1960s,
BOAC achieved a near cult-status with admirers around the globe. Yet, to date there has been no
comprehensive history of the organisation, covering its structure, fleet and the role it played in the critical
events of the age – from World War II to the end of empire, a period when BOAC played a pivotal part in
projecting British political power, even as that power was waning. During World War II, BOAC operated a
limited wartime service and prepared for the return of commercial flight in the post-war era. But it was in the
service of Britain’s colonies - and latterly the process of decolonisation - that BOAC achieved its most
pivotal role. The development of flight technology enabled much faster connections between Britain and her
imperial possessions - as the colonies prepared for independence BOAC ferried diplomats, politicians and
colonial administrators between London and the far-flung corners of Africa and Asia in much faster times
than had previously been possible.

In this book, acclaimed historian Robin Higham presents a unique comprehensive study of BOAC from the
early jet travel of the de Havilland Comet and the Vickers VC10 to the dawn of supersonic passenger
aviation. Highly illustrated and meticulously researched using previously-unseen sources, this book will be
essential reading for all aviation enthusiasts and anyone interested in the history of modern Britain.
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From reader reviews:

Lorena Repass:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Speedbird:
The Complete History of BOAC? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have additional opinion?

Kathryn Bowen:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Speedbird: The Complete History of BOAC will give you a new experience in
looking at a book.

Patrick Duenas:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Speedbird: The
Complete History of BOAC which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Barbara Saddler:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Speedbird: The Complete History of
BOAC to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about
book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it.
Beside that the publication Speedbird: The Complete History of BOAC can to be your new friend when
you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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