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In 1966, thirteen black employees of the Duke Power Company's Dan River Plant in Draper, North Carolina,
filed a lawsuit against the company challenging its requirement of a high school diploma or a passing grade
on an intelligence test for internal transfer or promotion. In the groundbreaking decision Griggs v. Duke
Power (1971), the United States Supreme Court ruled in favor of the plaintiffs, finding such employment
practices violated Title 7 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 when they disparately affected minorities. In doing
so, the court delivered a significant anti-employment discrimination verdict. Legal scholars rank Griggs v.
Duke Power on par with Brown v. Board of Education (1954) in terms of its impact on eradicating race
discrimination from American institutions. In Race, Labor, and Civil Rights, Robert Samuel Smith offers the
first full-length historical examination of this important case and its connection to civil rights activism during
the second half of the 1960s.

Smith explores all aspects of Griggs, highlighting the sustained energy of the grassroots civil rights
community and the critical importance of courtroom activism. Smith shows that after years of nonviolent,
direct action protests, African Americans remained vigilant in the 1960s, heading back to the courts to
reinvigorate the civil rights acts in an effort to remove the lingering institutional bias left from decades of
overt racism. He asserts that alongside the more boisterous expressions of black radicalism of the late sixties,
foot soldiers and local leaders of the civil rights community—many of whom were working-class black
southerners—mustered ongoing legal efforts to mold Title 7 into meaningful law. Smith also highlights the
persistent judicial activism of the NAACP-Legal Defense and Education Fund and the ascension of the
second generation of civil rights attorneys.

By exploring the virtually untold story of Griggs v. Duke Power, Smith's enlightening study connects the
case and the campaign for equal employment opportunity to the broader civil rights movement and reveals
the civil rights community's continued spirit of legal activism well into the 1970s.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Poteat:

The publication untitled Race, Labor, and Civil Rights: Griggs versus Duke Power and the Struggle for
Equal Employment Opportunity (Making the Modern South) is the e-book that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get
the e-book of Race, Labor, and Civil Rights: Griggs versus Duke Power and the Struggle for Equal
Employment Opportunity (Making the Modern South) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Vivian Nava:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book Race, Labor, and Civil Rights: Griggs versus Duke Power
and the Struggle for Equal Employment Opportunity (Making the Modern South) it is very good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Helen Massey:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Race, Labor, and Civil Rights:
Griggs versus Duke Power and the Struggle for Equal Employment Opportunity (Making the Modern South)
that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't
be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible
to pick Race, Labor, and Civil Rights: Griggs versus Duke Power and the Struggle for Equal Employment
Opportunity (Making the Modern South) become your starter.

Sandra Easley:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to
be learn. Race, Labor, and Civil Rights: Griggs versus Duke Power and the Struggle for Equal Employment



Opportunity (Making the Modern South) can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who
have those short spare time problems.
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