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A new account of Herman Melville and the writing of Moby-Dick, written by a Pulitzer  Prize finalist in
Biography and based on fresh archival research, which reveals that the anarchic spirit animating Melville’s
canonical work was inspired by his great love affair with a shockingly unconventional married woman.

Herman Melville’s epic novel, Moby-Dick, was a spectacular failure when it was published in 1851,
effectively ending its author’s rise to literary fame. Because he was neglected by academics for so long, and
because he made little effort to preserve his legacy, we know very little about Melville, and even less about
what he called his “wicked book.” Scholars still puzzle over what drove Melville to invent Captain Ahab's
mad pursuit of the great white whale.

In Melville in Love Pulitzer Prize-finalist Michael Shelden sheds light on this literary mystery to tell a story
of Melville’s passionate, obsessive, and clandestine affair with a married woman named Sarah Morewood,
whose libertine impulses encouraged and sustained Melville’s own. In his research, Shelden discovered
unexplored documents suggesting that, in their shared resistance to the “iron rule” of social conformity,
Sarah and Melville had forged an illicit and enduring romantic and intellectual bond. Emboldened by the
thrill of courting Sarah in secret, the pleasure of falling in love, and the excitement of spending time with
literary luminaries—like Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes and Nathaniel Hawthorne—Melville found the courage
to take the leap from light works of adventure to the hugely brilliant, utterly subversive Moby-Dick.

Filled with the rich detail and immense drama of Melville’s secret life, Melville in Love tells the gripping
story of how one of our greatest novelists found his muse.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Hinkley:

The book Melville in Love: The Secret Life of Herman Melville and the Muse of Moby-Dick make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
examining a book Melville in Love: The Secret Life of Herman Melville and the Muse of Moby-Dick to be
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a
guide Melville in Love: The Secret Life of Herman Melville and the Muse of Moby-Dick. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Michele Anderson:

This book untitled Melville in Love: The Secret Life of Herman Melville and the Muse of Moby-Dick to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication
you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can
order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-
book from your list.

Erica Logan:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Melville in Love: The Secret Life of
Herman Melville and the Muse of Moby-Dick can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Breanne Gardner:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Melville in Love: The Secret Life of Herman
Melville and the Muse of Moby-Dick can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this
one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Melville in Love: The Secret Life of Herman Melville and the Muse of Moby-Dick.
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