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James Robinson Graves (1820-1893) is known for firmly believing that Baptists of his day needed clearly
distinct markers in order to preserve a meaningful denominational identity. The founder of Landmarkism, his
theology emphasized church succession (an unbroken trail of authentic congregations dating back to the New
Testament), the local church (rather than the idea of a universal Body of Christ), and strict baptism
guidelines.

In this first biography of Graves in more than eighty years, author James A. Patterson portrays the man as
bold and brash. A native of Vermont who moved south to Nashville in 1845, the self-educated preacher and
budding journalist would become a combative defender of the Baptist cause, engaging in public controversy
with Methodists, Restorationists, and even fellow Baptists.

Ultimately, Graves sought to influence the direction of the Southern Baptist Convention in its formative
period and was the primary shaper of the “Tennessee Tradition,” now considered a key strand of Southern
Baptist life and identity. By focusing on Graves’s understanding of essential Baptist boundary markers, this
book assesses the strengths and weaknesses of the Landmark legacy. It concludes with an epilogue that
discusses the enduring influence of his ideas in the decades after his death.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Hall:

The book untitled James Robinson Graves: Staking the Boundaries of Baptist Identity (Studies in Baptist
Life and Thought) is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of James Robinson
Graves: Staking the Boundaries of Baptist Identity (Studies in Baptist Life and Thought) from the publisher
to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Shelly Gomes:

The reserve with title James Robinson Graves: Staking the Boundaries of Baptist Identity (Studies in Baptist
Life and Thought) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this
book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Gayle Skinner:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and James Robinson Graves: Staking the Boundaries of
Baptist Identity (Studies in Baptist Life and Thought) or even others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes James Robinson Graves: Staking the Boundaries
of Baptist Identity (Studies in Baptist Life and Thought) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.

Shirley Martins:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book James Robinson Graves: Staking the Boundaries
of Baptist Identity (Studies in Baptist Life and Thought) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
open a book and learn it. Beside that the book James Robinson Graves: Staking the Boundaries of Baptist
Identity (Studies in Baptist Life and Thought) can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone



and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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