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Is the official collection of information on individuals inevitably leading to the creation of a 'Big Brother
State'? In this innovative interdisciplinary study, Edward Higgs takes issue with writers such as Michel
Foucault and Anthony Giddens who argue that state information gathering can be seen in terms of an
expansion towards modernity, and as social control. Using ground-breaking historical research, Higgs
reveals that, since 1500, the English state has always been an Information State although the nature of that
state has changed markedly over the last 500 years. In its modern form, the Information State is as much
about winning consent via the provision of benefits as repression in the interests of elites.

The Information State in England
- draws upon a wide range of sociological theory and historical research, as well as evidence gathered from
archival sources
- challenges many assumptions about state formation and the role of information
- views the development of the state in terms of the changing balance between decentralized and centralized
forms of governance
provides a critique of sociological and postmodernist concepts of modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Echols:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important for people. The book The Information State in England: The Central Collection of
Information on Citizens since 1500 seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course
you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide The Information State in England:
The Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500 is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship while using book The Information State in England: The Central
Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500. You never sense lose out for everything should you read
some books.

Sonia Shipley:

This The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500 book is
not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Information State in England: The Central
Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500 without we know teach the one who reading through it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Information State in England: The Central
Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500 can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The
Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500 having great
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Inez Tuller:

The book with title The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens
since 1500 has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this
book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
That book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone,
so you can read that anywhere you want.

Dave Edwards:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens since



1500 we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must want to
read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change
your life with that book The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens
since 1500. You can more appealing than now.
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