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Farmers held a pivotal role in the capitalist agriculture that emerged in England in the eighteenth century, yet
they have attracted little attention from rural historians. Farmers made agriculture happen. They brought
together the capital and the technical and management skills which allowed food to be produced. It was they
- and not landowners - who employed and supervised labour. They accepted the risk inherent in agriculture,
paying largely fixed rents out of fluctuating and uncertain incomes. They are the rural equivalent of the small
businessman with his own firm, employing people and producing for markets, sometimes distant ones. Our
ignorance of the farmer might be justified by the claim that they are ill-documented, but in fact farmers were
normally literate and kept records - day books, journals, accounts. This volume goes some way to counter the
claim that a history of the farmer cannot be written by showing the range of materials available and the
diversity of approaches which can be employed to study the activities and actions of individual farmers from
the sixteenth century onwards. Farm records offer invaluable insights into the farming economy which are
available nowhere else. In this volume accounts are used in a variety of ways - as the means to access single
farms, but also in gross, as a national sample of accounts, to reveal regional variation over time. For the later
nineteenth and twentieth centuries the range of sources available increases enormously and farmers - indeed
farmer's wives too - emerge as articulate commentators on their own position, using correspondence to
outline their difficulties in the First World War. Some even developed second careers as newspaper
columnists and journalists. This book focuses attention back on the farmer and, it is hoped, will help to
restore farmers to their rightful position in history as rural entrepreneurs.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Byler:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Farmer in England, 1650-1980 (Rural
Worlds: Economic, Social, and Cultural Histories of Ag) will make you to become smarter. You can feel a
lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading a book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book
or suited book with you?

Raymond Simmons:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Farmer in England, 1650-1980
(Rural Worlds: Economic, Social, and Cultural Histories of Ag) is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Lila Johnson:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Farmer in England,
1650-1980 (Rural Worlds: Economic, Social, and Cultural Histories of Ag) can be the respond to, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Timothy Holeman:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics
on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this period of
time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Farmer in England, 1650-1980 (Rural Worlds: Economic, Social, and Cultural Histories
of Ag) can make you feel more interested to read.
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