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Using the lives of the three outstanding French intellectuals of the twentieth century, renowned historian
Tony Judt offers a unique look at how intellectuals can ignore political pressures and demonstrate a heroic
commitment to personal integrity and moral responsibility unfettered by the difficult political exigencies of
their time.

Through the prism of the lives of Leon Blum, Albert Camus, and Raymond Aron, Judt examines pivotal
issues in the history of contemporary French society—antisemitism and the dilemma of Jewish identity,
political and moral idealism in public life, the Marxist moment in French thought, the traumas of
decolonization, the disaffection of the intelligentsia, and the insidious quarrels rending Right and Left. Judt
focuses particularly on Blum's leadership of the Popular Front and his stern defiance of the Vichy
governments, on Camus's part in the Resistance and Algerian War, and on Aron's cultural commentary and
opposition to the facile acceptance by many French intellectuals of communism's utopian promise. Severely
maligned by powerful critics and rivals, each of these exemplary figures stood fast in their principles and
eventually won some measure of personal and public redemption.

Judt constructs a compelling portrait of modern French intellectual life and politics. He challenges the
conventional account of the role of intellectuals precisely because they mattered in France, because they
could shape public opinion and influence policy. In Blum, Camus, and Aron, Judt finds three very different
men who did not simply play the role, but evinced a courage and a responsibility in public life that far
outshone their contemporaries.

"An eloquent and instructive study of intellectual courage in the face of what the author persuasively
describes as intellectual irresponsibility."—Richard Bernstein, New York Times
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From reader reviews:

Donald Chapin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Burden of Responsibility: Blum, Camus, Aron, and the French
Twentieth Century. Try to make the book The Burden of Responsibility: Blum, Camus, Aron, and the French
Twentieth Century as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and
beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jerome Chisolm:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible The Burden of
Responsibility: Blum, Camus, Aron, and the French Twentieth Century? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jeffrey David:

The actual book The Burden of Responsibility: Blum, Camus, Aron, and the French Twentieth Century has a
lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book
was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Raymond Langford:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but novel and The Burden of Responsibility: Blum,
Camus, Aron, and the French Twentieth Century or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created
for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Burden of Responsibility: Blum, Camus,
Aron, and the French Twentieth Century to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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