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In shaping modern Mexico, few events have been more crucial than the division of public lands. Drawing on
previously untapped sources, Holden offers the first systematic study of prerevolutionary Mexico's public
land surveys. He examines the role of private survey companies hired by the governments of Manuel
González and Porfirio Díaz, demonstrating that the companies were both the agents and the beneficiaries of
the greatest single movement of public property in Mexico's history.

In a controversial process involving landholders, judges, lawyers, and politicians, survey companies reaped
in compensation one-third of all the land they surveyed. Holden reports that in one decade, from 1883 to
1893, up to fifty private companies received 18.4 million hectares of land, approximately one-tenth the total
area of Mexico.

Basing his study on official archival records, Holden details the conflicts between private and public
interests, challenging long-held impressions about the surveying companies. He shows how the state used
private surveyors to insulate itself from the politically risky consequences of the surveys. Rejecting the view
that the companies were the instruments of a land-hungry elite that worked alongside a corrupt government
to plunder the peasantry, Holden concludes that the federal government generally respected landholders'
claims in disputes with the surveyors.

Arguing that the Mexican government acted more flexibly and autonomously than has been recognized,
Holden explores the state's management of such conflicting interests as maintaining peace in the countryside
and furnishing clear titles to property. He interprets government attempts to "recover" survey-company land
grants after 1920 mainly as efforts to strengthen state authority in the countryside.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Cook:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Mexico and the Survey of Public Lands: The Management of
Modernization, 1876-1911.

William Emmer:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Mexico and the Survey of Public Lands: The
Management of Modernization, 1876-1911 as your daily resource information.

Andrew Comer:

The book untitled Mexico and the Survey of Public Lands: The Management of Modernization, 1876-1911
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very
clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice go through.

Paul Steinbach:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Mexico and the Survey of Public Lands: The Management
of Modernization, 1876-1911 can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you
have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Mexico and the Survey of
Public Lands: The Management of Modernization, 1876-1911.
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