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Sam Tanenhaus’s essay “Conservatism Is Dead” prompted intense discussion and debate when it was
published in The New Republic in the first days of Barack Obama’s presidency. Now Tanenhaus, a leading
authority on modern politics, has expanded his argument into a sweeping history of the American
conservative movement. For seventy-five years, he argues, the Right has been split between two factions:
consensus-driven “realists” who believe in the virtue of government and its power to adjust to changing
conditions, and movement “revanchists” who distrust government and society–and often find themselves at
war with America itself.

Eventually, Tanenhaus writes, the revanchists prevailed, and the result is the decadent “movement
conservatism” of today, a defunct ideology that is “profoundly and defiantly unconservative–in its arguments
and ideas, its tactics and strategies, above all in its vision.”

But there is hope for conservatism. It resides in the examples of pragmatic leaders like Dwight Eisenhower
and Ronald Reagan and thinkers like Whittaker Chambers and William F. Buckley, Jr. Each came to
understand that the true role of conservatism is not to advance a narrow ideological agenda but to engage in a
serious dialogue with liberalism and join with it in upholding “the politics of stability.”

Conservatives today need to rediscover the roots of this honorable tradition. It is their only route back to the
center of American politics.
At once succinct and detailed, penetrating and nuanced, The Death of Conservatism is a must-read for
Americans of any political persuasion.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Hallie Cathey:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Death of Conservatism. Try to the actual book The Death of
Conservatism as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside that
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Richard Hennessy:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for people. The book The Death of Conservatism had been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide
The Death of Conservatism is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
using the book The Death of Conservatism. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Kevin Strickland:

You may get this The Death of Conservatism by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing
it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Luis Gazaway:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from
it. It is known as of book The Death of Conservatism. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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