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James Grant’s enthralling biography of Thomas B. Reed, Speaker of the House during one of the most
turbulent times in American history—the Gilded Age, the decades before the ascension of reformer President
Theodore Roosevelt—brings to life one of the brightest, wittiest, and most consequential political stars in our
history.

The last decades of the nineteenth century were a volatile era of rampantly corrupt politics. It was a time of
both stupendous growth and financial panic, of land bubbles and passionate and sometimes violent populist
protests. Votes were openly bought and sold in a Congress paralyzed by the abuse of the House filibuster by
members who refused to respond to roll call even when present, depriving the body of a quorum. Reed put an
end to this stalemate, empowered the Republicans, and changed the House of Representatives for all time.

The Speaker’s beliefs in majority rule were put to the test in 1898, when the sinking of the U.S.S. Maine in
Havana Harbor set up a popular clamor for war against Spain. Reed resigned from Congress in protest.

A larger-than-life character, Reed checks every box of the ideal biographical subject. He is an important and
significant figure. He changed forever the way the House of Representatives does its business. He was funny
and irreverent. He is, in short, great company. “What I most admire about you, Theodore,” Reed once
remarked to his earnest young protégé, Teddy Roosevelt, “is your original discovery of the Ten
Commandments.”

After he resigned his seat, Reed practiced law in New York. He was successful. He also found a soul mate in
the legendary Mark Twain. They admired one another’s mordant wit. Grant’s lively and erudite narrative of
this tumultuous era—the raucous late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries—is a gripping portrait of a
United States poised to burst its bounds and of the men who were defining it.
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From reader reviews:

Rickie Miller:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Mr. Speaker!: The Life and Times of Thomas
B. Reed The Man Who Broke the Filibuster is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Harry Fulford:

Typically the book Mr. Speaker!: The Life and Times of Thomas B. Reed The Man Who Broke the
Filibuster has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The
book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. That
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Melvin Robinson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is Mr.
Speaker!: The Life and Times of Thomas B. Reed The Man Who Broke the Filibuster.

Ryan Barrett:

The book untitled Mr. Speaker!: The Life and Times of Thomas B. Reed The Man Who Broke the Filibuster
contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very easy
to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by
famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because
you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice go through.
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