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Universal human rights standards were adopted in 1948, but in the 1970s and 1980s, violent dictatorships in
Argentina and Chile flagrantly defied the new protocols. Chilean general Augusto Pinochet and the
Argentine military employed state terrorism in their quest to eradicate Marxism and other forms of
"subversion." Pinochet constructed an iron shield of impunity for himself and the military in Chile, while in
Argentina, military pressure resulted in laws preventing prosecution for past human rights violations. When
democracy was reestablished in both countries by 1990, justice for crimes against humanity seemed beyond
reach.

Thomas C. Wright examines how persistent advocacy by domestic and international human rights groups,
evolving legal environments, unanticipated events that impacted public opinion, and eventual changes in
military leadership led to a situation unique in the world—the stripping of impunity not only from a select
number of commanders of the repression but from all those involved in state terrorism in Chile and
Argentina. This has resulted in trials conducted by national courts, without United Nations or executive
branch direction, in which hundreds of former repressors have been convicted and many more are indicted or
undergoing trial.

Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy draws on extensive research, including interviews, to trace the
erosion and collapse of the former repressors' impunity—a triumph for human rights advocates that has
begun to inspire authorities in other Latin American countries, including Peru, Uruguay, Brazil, and
Guatemala, to investigate past human rights violations and prosecute their perpetrators.
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From reader reviews:

Willette Bickel:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Impunity, Human Rights, and
Democracy: Chile and Argentina, 1990-2005 is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Wilma Baca:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is usually Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy: Chile and Argentina, 1990-2005.

Fred Miller:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy: Chile and Argentina, 1990-2005 will give you new
experience in examining a book.

Aaron Marks:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Impunity, Human Rights, and Democracy: Chile and
Argentina, 1990-2005 can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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