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A half century after his death, David Park (1911-1960) is recognized as one of America's most important
twentieth-century painters. He was the first of the brilliant post-World War II generation of artists to break
with Abstract Expressionism's hegemony and return to painting recognizable subjects, most powerfully the
human figure. Park's original cohorts of Bay Area Figurative painters were his close friends Richard
Diebenkorn, Elmer Bischoff, and Hassel Smith. All outlived him—Smith by nearly fifty years—and enjoyed
recognition and fame during their lifetimes. Park's reputation is just now fully coming into its own.

In David Park, Painter, Park's younger daughter, writer Helen Park Bigelow, paints a mesmerizing, deeply
moving portrait of her father's life and early, difficult death. Park left high school in New England without
graduating and came west in order to paint. He married Lydia (Deedie) Newell when he was nineteen and
was the father of two by the time he was twenty-two. We are brought into a family rich with moral
conviction, ingenuity, smart and gifted friends, music, and art: four complex people guided and inspired by
values of integrity. Those same values guided and inspired David Park's painting.

Yet this is much more than an artist biography. David Park, Painter is a skillful blend of memoir and
observations about life in the Bay Area just before and just after World War II, when some of America's
most original, even radical, artists and writers gathered there. This close-up portrayal is unlike other accounts
of artists. It is the story of a family built on the love and dedication of one man who held nothing back from
his art, and of the spirit of the wife and daughters who supported him. Richard Armstrong, in reflecting on
Park's generation of artists in his foreword to this beautiful book, observes that David Park, Painter is
"especially valuable as we persist in seeking to make real and human the commanding artistic figures."
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From reader reviews:

Donna Gray:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This David Park, Painter: Nothing Held Back book is readable simply by you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with
David Park, Painter: Nothing Held Back content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of
it. So , do you still thinking David Park, Painter: Nothing Held Back is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Lori Leavitt:

This David Park, Painter: Nothing Held Back tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The main reason of this David Park, Painter: Nothing Held Back can be among the great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this David Park,
Painter: Nothing Held Back forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

John Krumm:

This David Park, Painter: Nothing Held Back is great publication for you because the content which is full of
information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it
information accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having David Park,
Painter: Nothing Held Back in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do
that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Blanche Jackson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the David
Park, Painter: Nothing Held Back when you essential it?
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