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Catherine Exley was born in Leeds in 1779. Aged thirty, she boarded a ship and sailed for Portugal. Her
memoir of the years she spent following the 34th Regiment is unique, the only first-hand account of the
Peninsular War by the wife of a common British soldier. Published shortly after her death as a booklet which
has since been lost, Catherine’s diary survived in a local newspaper of 1923 to be rediscovered by her great-
great-great-grandson. It is difficult today to comprehend the hardships Catherine endured: of her twelve
children, three died as infants while with her on the march; her clothes, ‘covered with filth and vermin’, often
went unchanged for weeks at a time, and she herself more than once almost died from illness and starvation;
shocked at the mutilation inflicted by muskets and cannons, she still had the composure to manhandle
blackened corpses upon a battlefield in search of her missing husband when hardened soldiers could no
longer stomach the task. Her diary is reproduced here along with chapters which bear upon Catherine’s
experiences in Spain and Portugal, and which put her life and writings in their social context.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Joy:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This Catherine Exley's Diary: The Life and Times of an Army Wife in the
Peninsular War book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer involving Catherine Exley's Diary: The Life and Times of an Army Wife in the
Peninsular War content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Catherine
Exley's Diary: The Life and Times of an Army Wife in the Peninsular War is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Inez Morales:

Catherine Exley's Diary: The Life and Times of an Army Wife in the Peninsular War can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Catherine Exley's Diary: The Life and Times of an Army Wife in the Peninsular War nevertheless
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
pondering.

Thelma Olivares:

This Catherine Exley's Diary: The Life and Times of an Army Wife in the Peninsular War is great guide for
you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we
can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Catherine Exley's Diary: The Life and Times of an Army Wife in the
Peninsular War in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can
say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Jennifer Witherspoon:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of



books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Catherine Exley's Diary: The Life and Times of an
Army Wife in the Peninsular War. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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