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In her long life, Annie Besant embraced political, religious, and social causes with equal conviction and
sincerity, courting ridicule and controversy by actively promoting unpopular ideas. At 26 she fled the shelter
of marriage to an Anglican clergyman and renounced her religious upbringing by joining the National
Secular Society. Under the influence of its president, Charles Bradlaugh, she wrote and lectured for the cause
of Freethought, and in 1876, achieved nationwide fame by defending birth control in a public court. She
converted to socialism and through her friendship with Bernard Shaw joined the Fabian Society. In 1888
Besant played a leading role in the Bryant and May match girls' strike and became Secretary of the trade
union they founded. But by 1891 she had fallen out of sympathy with socialists and turned instead to
Theosophy and its eccentric prophet, Madame Blavatsky. Thereafter she divided her life between England
and the Theosophical Society's headquarters in India. She joined the Indian National Congress and was
interned in 1917 for her passionate advocacy of Home Rule. In this, the first full-length biography of Annie
Besant in thirty years, Taylor draws on previously unpublished letters to show that Besant was in love, not
with Shaw, but with journalist W. Stead who rejected her advances. The book reveals for the first time the
full extent of the Government of India's alarm at Besant's commanding position in the crisis of 1917, and her
bid for political and religious power in India.
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From reader reviews:

John Mullen:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book Annie Besant: A Biography has been making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The book Annie Besant: A Biography is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to
be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship while using book Annie Besant: A Biography. You never experience lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Brian Bottoms:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one together
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Annie Besant: A Biography is kind of
e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Eva Dawson:

This Annie Besant: A Biography are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The reason of this Annie Besant: A Biography can be on the list of great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that maybe will
shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Annie Besant: A Biography forcing you
to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Brenda Burrows:

Annie Besant: A Biography can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend
that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Annie Besant: A Biography although
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial imagining.
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