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For almost sixty years, the results of the New Deal have been an accepted part of political life. Social
Security, to take one example, is now seen as every American's birthright. But to validate this revolutionary
legislation, Franklin Roosevelt had to fight a ferocious battle against the opposition of the Supreme Court--
which was entrenched in laissez faire orthodoxy. After many lost battles, Roosevelt won his war with the
Court, launching a Constitutional revolution that went far beyond anything he envisioned.
In The Supreme Court Reborn, esteemed scholar William E. Leuchtenburg explores the critical episodes of
the legal revolution that created the Court we know today. Leuchtenburg deftly portrays the events leading
up to Roosevelt's showdown with the Supreme Court. Committed to laissez faire doctrine, the conservative
"Four Horsemen"--Justices Butler, Van Devanter, Sutherland, and McReynolds, aided by the swing vote of
Justice Owen Roberts--struck down one regulatory law after another, outraging Roosevelt and much of the
Depression-stricken nation. Leuchtenburg demonstrates that Roosevelt thought he had the backing of the
country as he prepared a scheme to undermine the Four Hoursemen. Famous (or infamous) as the "Court-
packing plan," this proposal would have allowed the president to add one new justice for every sitting justice
over the age of seventy. The plan picked up considerable momentum in Congress; it was only after a change
in the voting of Justice Roberts (called "the switch in time that saved nine") and the death of Senate Majority
Leader Joseph T. Robinson that it shuddered to a halt. Rosevelt's persistence led to one of his biggest
legislative defeats. Despite the failure of the Court-packing plan, however, the president won his battle with
the Supreme Court; one by one, the Four Horsemen left the bench, to be replaced by Roosevelt appointees.
Leuchtenburg explores the far-reaching nature of FDR's victory. As a consequence of the Constitutional
Revolution that began in 1937, not only was the New Deal upheld (as precedent after precedent was
overturned), but also the Court began a dramatic expansion of Civil liberties that would culminate in the
Warren Court. Among the surprises was Senator Hugo Black, who faced widespread opposition for his lack
of qualifications when he was appointed as associate justice; shortly afterward, a reporter revealed that he
had been a member of the Ku Klux Klan. Despite that background, Black became an articulate spokesman
for individual liberty.
William E. Leuchtenburg is one of America's premier historians, a scholar who combines depth of learning
with a graceful style. This superbly crafted book sheds new light on the great Constitutional crisis of our
century, illuminating the legal and political battles that created today's Supreme Court.
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From reader reviews:

Jenni Roberts:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by reading
a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. For yourself who
want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Supreme Court Reborn: The
Constitutional Revolution in the Age of Roosevelt book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Robert Wilkerson:

The guide with title The Supreme Court Reborn: The Constitutional Revolution in the Age of Roosevelt has
a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist
new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Ernest Bryan:

Precisely why? Because this The Supreme Court Reborn: The Constitutional Revolution in the Age of
Roosevelt is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it
will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or
you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Edward Stevenson:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Supreme Court Reborn: The
Constitutional Revolution in the Age of Roosevelt to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion
for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve The Supreme Court Reborn: The
Constitutional Revolution in the Age of Roosevelt can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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