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Finally breaking through heterosexual clichés of flirtatious belles and cavaliers, sinister black rapists and
lusty "Jezebels," Cotton’s Queer Relations exposes the queer dynamics embedded in myths of the southern
plantation. Focusing on works by Ernest J. Gaines, William Faulkner, Tennessee Williams, Lillian Hellman,
Katherine Anne Porter, Margaret Walker, William Styron, and Arna Bontemps, Michael P. Bibler shows
how each one uses figures of same-sex intimacy to suggest a more progressive alternative to the pervasive
inequalities tied historically and symbolically to the South’s most iconic institution.

Bibler looks specifically at relationships between white men of the planter class, between plantation
mistresses and black maids, and between black men, arguing that while the texts portray the plantation as a
rigid hierarchy of differences, these queer relations privilege a notion of sexual sameness that joins the
individuals as equals in a system where equality is rare indeed. Bibler reveals how these models of queer
egalitarianism attempt to reconcile the plantation’s regional legacies with national debates about equality and
democracy, particularly during the eras of the New Deal, World War II, and the civil rights movement.
Cotton’s Queer Relations charts bold new territory in southern studies and queer studies alike, bringing
together history and cultural theory to offer innovative readings of classic southern texts.

A book in the American Literatures Initiative (ALI), a collaborative publishing project supported by The
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. For more information, please visit www.americanliteratures.org.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Frey:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Cotton's Queer Relations: Same-Sex Intimacy and the
Literature of the Southern Plantation, 1936-1968 (American Literatures Initiative). You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book Cotton's Queer
Relations: Same-Sex Intimacy and the Literature of the Southern Plantation, 1936-1968 (American
Literatures Initiative). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
we are able to open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Ethan Scott:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Cotton's Queer Relations:
Same-Sex Intimacy and the Literature of the Southern Plantation, 1936-1968 (American Literatures
Initiative) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Brenda Villa:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Cotton's Queer Relations: Same-Sex Intimacy and the Literature of the
Southern Plantation, 1936-1968 (American Literatures Initiative) book is readable through you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Cotton's Queer Relations:
Same-Sex Intimacy and the Literature of the Southern Plantation, 1936-1968 (American Literatures
Initiative) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
Cotton's Queer Relations: Same-Sex Intimacy and the Literature of the Southern Plantation, 1936-1968
(American Literatures Initiative) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Sharon Brogdon:

You can get this Cotton's Queer Relations: Same-Sex Intimacy and the Literature of the Southern Plantation,
1936-1968 (American Literatures Initiative) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can
to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by



written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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