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A near-death experience turns a troubled underachiever into an accomplished English professor.

The botched robbery didn't do it. Neither did the three gunshots. It wasn't until he flatlined twice and was
administered last rites that David Borkowski finally realized he was about to die, a thug at age fifteen. A Shot
Story: From Juvie to Ph.D. is a riveting account of how a bullet to his lungs saved his life and helped a
juvenile delinquent turn his life around to become an esteemed English professor.

Growing up in a working-class section of Staten Island, David and his friends thought they had all the
answers: They knew where to hang out without being hassled, where to get high, and what to do if the cops
showed up. But when David and his friend called in a pizza order so they could rob the delivery man, things
didn't turn out as they'd planned. Staring down the barrel of a gun, David and his friend panicked and
took off as the cop fired. Convinced they were shooting harmless "salt" bullets, David darted through front
lawns as the cops gave chase. It wasn't until much later, when David was bleeding to death, that the cops
realized they had hit one of their own--the son of a fellow cop.

Borderline illiterate at the time of the shooting, David took his future into his own hands and found salvation
in books. But his attempts to improve his life were stymied by lack of familial support. Bound on all sides by
adults who had no faith in his ability to learn or to succeed, David persevered and earned his Ph.D., even as
his mother reminded him that it wasn't too late to take the New York City Sanitation Department test.

Funny and poignant, but always honest and reflective, A Shot Story tracks David Borkowski's life
before and after the "accident" and tells how his having been a rather unremarkable student early on
may have been a blessing in disguise. A wonderful addition to the working-class narrative genre, A Shot
Story presents a gripping account of the silences of working-class culture as well as the male subculture of
Staten Island. Through his heartfelt memoir, Borkowski explores the universal lesson of turning a wrong into
a rite of passage.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Shaw:

This A Shot Story: From Juvie to Ph.D. is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So
if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having A Shot Story:
From Juvie to Ph.D. in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this
publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt which?

Julio Yates:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
your requirements is A Shot Story: From Juvie to Ph.D. this reserve consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book.
Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Gabrielle Ponds:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the
books in the top listing in your reading list will be A Shot Story: From Juvie to Ph.D.. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

John Hill:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this A Shot Story: From Juvie to Ph.D. can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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